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2XT2LLIG2KC2 KOTS: Khrushchev Eriefs Satellites, Kaps Policy Line 
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Un-sreccdonted Trek of Sect £urf»r_eari Leaders to Koscc** . Between 
October 25-:.ovenber lj, Xhru&hchev ar.d leading neniers of the Soviet 
Presidium conferred in quick succession with the Party leaders of 
Czechoslovakia, 2ast German} 1 , azlgr.ria, and Poland. Individual country 
consultations.* rather than a conference were in thenselves unusual* The 
speed -with which one delegation followed another Has Quito unprecedented 
in the history of Soviet-cstellite relations; not even after the JIvngaria 
revolt in 1956 were consultations compressed ijito so short -a period of 
time. Although little official information concerning the talks has 
been released, the principal topics can be deduced. 

All of the consultations vcre obviously concerned with a revise: of 
the Soviet posture in the Cuban crisis. Consultations with the Czech, 
East Gerraan, and Bulgarian leaders r/ust also have dealt with their 
separate domestic problems, which have been rendered r:ore acute by 
Soviet policy toward Cuba* 

Moscow Pushes Peaceful 6oo::ist:nco , Iloscew has apparently advised 
its satellites that a stress on peaceful coexistence should be t?.e 
Soviet bloc's nain posture in the walce of the Cuban crisis. Ihis is 
the theme of Gonulka ? s Pravda article of Koveaber 5, aad constitutes 
the gist of Bulgarian First Secretary fchivkov's opening retries at the 
Bulgarian Party Congress. 

Both statements contain nearly identical passages eulogizing 
Khrushchev as the leader who saved the world from a nuclear war which 


the US tried to unleash, and both stress that "there is no otner rose 
apart from peaceful coexistence. 3ie "three main questions" on which 



the policy 

its Albanian ally* 

Se narate-Talks .Politically Advisable . Separate consultations with 

E ~^~. . .-each o£ the- iiast duropean leaders su^oned to Koscow, rather -than a 

~ * coxiference;* appeared advisable because: (1) seme resistance to Sevie* 
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dcr*nds could have been expected from the Czech, East Gerrcan, and 
Bulgarian leaders, and their individual objections to Soviet proposals 
could not be allowed to coalesce into a common oppositions (2) Khrushchev 
had to insure East European backing for his "peaceful coexistence" 
policy to strengthen his hand in the conflict Kith Peiping and eight 
have preferred to have East German and Eulgarian internal Party problems, 
aggravated by that policy, aired in private; (3) a "Soviet bloc" con- 
ference at this tine would have resulted in time-consvning debates* 

Satellite Sacking of Soviet Foreign Policy Apparently Secured . In 
spite of the absence of revealing corxamiques concerning the four East 
■ : European visits to Moscow, some of the content of the talks can be deduced. 

! Czechoslovakia * On the eve of Novetny»s visit, the Czechs 

'•'.' finally blew up the mammoth Stalin statute towering over Prague, but 

1 this long-delayed gesture probably did not help thca much in reducing 

\\ Soviet demands upon thca* In spite of considerable domestic eeonoxic 

■' . difficulties and badly overextended resources, the Czech regime appears 

•j to have been asked by Khrushchev to nake further commitments in aiding 

M . Cuba* 

jl East Germany . Ihe dismay which apparent Soviet acquiescence to 

j j US demands on Cuba is reported to have caused among SED officials in the 

| Berlin context aust have been a principal concern of Ulbrieht* The 

| length of Ulbricht 1 a stay in Moscow— October 31 to November 5— indicates 

j that, there nay have been lengthy discussion of Soviet tactics in Berlin 

• in the coming period* 

i Bulgaria* The strong Stalinist sentiment and persistent 

factionalism in the Eulgarian Party have presented a problem to the USSR 
! for soae tine, particularly in connection with Soviet policy of wooing 

i Yugoslavia* Soviet policy in the Cuban crisis appears to have had the 

j predictable effect of putting new life into the Stalinist opposition* 

j Indeed, toward the end of October the press contained some indications 

j that Eulgarian Party leader Shivkov night have been ready to eoryroaise 

witt the Stalinists and paeify the opposition, presumably in 'order to 
j avoid a show down at the Party' Congress, opening November $» 2hivkov*s 

hurried trip to Moscow on November 3 appears to have changed all that* 


\ "" Sestalinization, which includes the $uat announced purge of 'Premier Yugov, 
peaceful coexistence, disarmament, and better* relations with Yugoslavia 
appear to be the swttos of the Congress, which' had been billed originally 
. I as one devoted to economics-. After the Bulgarian Party Congress is over 

, j this wavering satellite should be clearly aligned with the USSR against 

. j Ccsaronist China, and improvement of relations with Yugoslavia should follow 

i j a less hesitant course* 

COIFIDBrcZAL 

046 


9p ••• • 

• a • • 

» • •• • • 

9 9 9 9 

99 ••• • •• 


9 99 •• • # ••• 99 ••O •• 

• 9 9 ••• « • • • • 
6 9 ••• • •••»• 

• • • • • 9 • • • • • 
» •• •# 9 9 9 ••• •• 


' \}i •» * :•. :•• .•. s ,% .•• .•• ? r» \ ::* r. 

\ 


• s # » s ••* • • • • • • • • 


COHFIDZNTXAL 
- 3- 


Poland * The Soviet leadership did not have to suasion Party 
leader Gonulka to insure his backing for a policy of peaceful co-existence • 
It could be certain of it without consultations* GojnulI:a f s Hovenber k 
trip to Moscow ves most likely motivated by a need to nap out Poland 1 a 
role in Soviet strategy on Berlin and disarmament* Poland's past role 
in disarmament proposals and Gomulka's emphasis on disarmament in the 
November $ Pravda point particularly to the latter* 

Hungary and Rumania * Hungary's Janos Xadar is now in Moscow 
for the l*5th anniversary of the devolution* His trip, however , seems 
to have been undertaken largely for the sake of appearances since his 
backing of Khrushchev 1 s* foreign policy can be assumed in advance* and 
Hungary needs no further guidance in its task of improving its own 
international standing* Rumanian Party leader Gheorghiu Be« stopped 
in Moscow on his way firem Southeast Asia the previous week-end* Be 
may* therefore* require a further briefing in the near fiiture, but 
there are— as usual— no apparent pressing Rumanian problems to trouble 
the Soviets* „ 


$0S 


047 


. COHFI02HTIAL 

.•s ••:■ : s : ••• ••• s.: ••: ••• ••: ••: 

• • •• • • . • .«• ••• i •«.* »5 *mi 


